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Abstract:

Arabic is one of the richest languages in terms of
phonological and morphological phenomena. Assimilation
stands out as one of the most prominent of these phenomena. It
contributes significantly to the formation of a word’s
morphological structure through the harmony. It produces
between adjacent sounds in spoken discourse. Assimilation is
defined as a phonetic change that results from the influence of
one sound on a neighboring sound, leading to their convergence
or identity in articulation or phonetic features. This process
facilitates pronunciation and reduces the articulatory effort of
the speech organs.

Classical Arab linguists were aware of this phenomenon
although they did not label it. They addressed it using various
terminologies. Modern linguists, however, have paid particular
attention to assimilation by studying it as a phonological
phenomenon that affects the morphological structure of the
word.

This study explores assimilation from two complementary perspectives—phonological and
morphological—highlighting its functional dimensions within the Arabic morphological system.
It relies on selected poetic examples from diverse historical periods: The Pre-Islamic, Umayyad,
Abbasid, and Modern eras, to ensure a precise temporal representation of the phenomenon. The
study examines various types of assimilation such as assimilation between consonants, between
vowels, and the interaction between both. It reveals its impact on morphological processes such

as assimilation (idgham), vowel weakening (i‘lal), substitution (ibdal), and structural

modification.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method, which relies on application and induction,
aiming to underscore the central role of assimilation in shaping the morphological structure of

Arabic words.
Keywords:
Arabic poetry.

assimilation, consonants, vowels, phonetic harmony, morphological structure,
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