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Abstract:

The present study, entitled " Intellectual
Reform in the First Hijri Century (The Protest of
the Companions in Defense of the Legitimacy of

Sciences
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The university of Misan.

College of Basic Education This article is an
open access article distributed under the
terms and conditions of the Creative
Commons Attribution

(CCBY NCND 4.0)
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the Caliphate of Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib (peace be
upon hem) in 11 AH / 632 CE as a Model)",
examines the emergence of reformist thought in
early Islamic society in light of the political
transformation that followed the death of the
Prophet.These transformations gave rise to
significant debate concerning the legitimacy of the
caliphate and the means of preserving the unity
and stability of the Muslim community. The study

is grounded in the central hypothesis that the

positions adopted by certain Companions in
defense of the caliphate of Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib (peace be upon him) represented an early
expression of reformist consciousness. This consciousness sought to safeguard the principle of
religious and political legitimacy, to consolidate the values of justice, and to regulate the concept
of political authority on the basis of prophetic texts and the ethical and epistemological
foundations upon which the Islamic community was established during the prophetic era. These
protests emerged within a highly sensitive social and political context, particularly during the
meeting at Saqifat Bani Sa'idah, where the caliph was selected through consultation and consensus.
This event generated extensive discussion regarding the extent to which this process aligned with
the Prophet’s directives concerning the future leadership of the Muslim community. The study
adopts a historical analytical approach by examining textual and historical reports documenting the
speeches of protest and defense, and by analyzing their intellectual and political dimensions within
their temporal and social contexts. It also employs a comparative critical method to assess the
various positions of the Companions, with the aim of uncovering the reformist dimensions
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embedded in those positions and their relationship to the objectives of Islamic law (maqasid al-
shari'ah), particularly in preserving religion and communal unity. The findings indicate that
reformist thought in the first Hijri century was not merely theoretical; rather, it was manifested in
practical stances taken by certain Companions in defense of the principle of the priority of Ahl al-
Bayt in leadership, and in opposition to any deviation that might have led to political instability or
fragmentation of the Muslim community. The results further demonstrate that the discourse of
protest at that time exhibited clear reformist features, including the the call to restore rights to their
rightful holders, warnings against internal strife (fitnah), emphasis on unity, and the need to
confront the ambitions of enemies of the Muslim ummabh.

Keywords: Intellectual Reform, Protest, the Companions, the Caliphate, Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib
(peace be upon him).
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